
The power of making your own unique baits using the  
CC Moore range (PART 1) 

 
Many anglers tend to very much take for granted that almost any fishing bait will succeed if fished well on the day. 
This is true if we happen to be the most talented and skilled anglers of all – which the majority of us are not of 
course! So we need something to balance out this deficiency to as great a degree as possible, and this is where truly 
naturally irresistible quality baits become a magical advantage! As with any bait we still need to think hard about 
why and how to apply them for maximum consistent success, even on the more prolific, densely stocked carp 
waters! No-one wishes to waste their fishing time; we all want the best possible catches within the time each of us 
has available. CC Moore baits, ingredients and liquid additives are the result of a huge on-going commitment to 
provide baits that are designed to help us to fulfil our fishing goals! Although in this piece I refer to carp, the nature 
of the quality of CC Moore products means they can be applied to catch a wide variety of other equally sought-after 
fish species. This includes specimen barbel, tench, catfish, bream, and chub among many, many others.  
 
Certain factors can easily confuse anglers regarding the subject of bait, though most will concede that absolute 
confidence in your bait is everything! The greatest risk is obviously creating or using a bait that may be rejected. 
Whilst many baits and recipes go on catching year after year, it is often simply as a result of the number of anglers 
that are using them (and volumes applied to any particular water) on a regular basis that gives the appearance of 
outstanding results! Baits used in very small amounts should still be good enough to produce outstanding results 
compared to ‘average’ and to me that is the real test. When milk protein baits were all the rage years ago, I only 
used half a pint a day and regularly achieved very satisfying catches. These days many lesser quality fishmeal baits 
seem to be applied by the tonne - but often for the same results! (It does make you think!) 
 
The formulation of a long-term, nutritionally balanced bait is a serious investment and indeed a very long-term 
project for a bait company. The CC Moore flagship readymade bait called Odyssey XXX, plus the equally potent 
Meteor and Live System baits (and matching liquids and session packs) are very well known, established bait 
industry leaders; and with very good reason! 
 

 
 
CC Moore Odyssey XXX in readymade or homemade form – an instant winner! 
 



 
 
Above:  
CC Moore Ultra Crab Essence – a simply outstanding example of a flavour specifically selected, from many 
thousands of samples, for the most suitable chemical and natural components and characteristics. With matching 
smell and taste profiles its impact on carp is bound to keep us anglers happy! 
 
There are good baits on one hand and then there are truly great baits on the other:  
 

 
 
The awesome Feedstim XP is right at the top of my favourite stimulatory bait liquids list (along with Liquid 
Salmon and Krill Extract, Red Venom and Marine Amino Compound!) 
 
 
 
 



 
Quality is a word that is used far too much today and as such has lost so much of its meaning!  Following a 
dedicated period of testing CC Moore bait ingredients and ready formulated products this winter and spring in 
tough cold conditions, the actual meaning of quality came to life for me! I’m a very lazy angler much of the time – I 
like to do my fish intelligence-gathering, get my swim baited, let things settle and just wait for the bait to hypnotise 
fish into hooking themselves! The CC Moore baits and baits ingredients I’ve trialled thus far this year have proved 
they work for even the laziest angler, like me! When such baits are fished with a modicum of effort they have even 
proved able to generate pick-ups within seconds of a rig settling in the swim. That’s not to say it happens all the 
time, but the fact that it has happened when using these baits in many formats and recipes means I am now totally 
confident of fishing with them and stating their quality when writing my conclusions!  
If the bait you are using is not absolutely the very best you can buy - why waste your valuable time and money? I’m 
certain that you would rather have a take on the drop than blank for days totally unnecessarily!  
 

 
 
A legendary edge:  
At last - the new CC Moore Squid Liver Extract is now available and is the most powerful squid product of this 
kind I have ever tested! You can base your bait’s attraction on it, include it in flavours, dips and glugs; boost 
particles, pellets and boilies with it, and make no mistake, it makes loose feeds and ground baits with incredible 
natural pulling-power! 



 
 
Making a new bait mix – new baits very often catch out the bigger fish in a water first! 
 
I’ve fished on waters many times where a change of bait has instantly changed my fortunes and this is a vital 
feature of big carp fishing today on virtually all busy big fish carp waters! I will not attempt to go into details here, 
but many commercial baits work upon principles of instant attraction but just how many carp anglers actually 
realise the staggering importance of why and how these work when inevitably all they can quote is the names of the 
most well-known bait flavours.  
 
It might be news to many carp anglers to know that some of the very most successful bait flavours released by top 
companies over the decades simply did not sell enough to justify their presence on shop shelves because carp 
anglers could not relate to them nor perceived them as successful bait additives/flavours! Some of the most 
naturally stimulating flavours are so powerful (even on our dulled human senses) they make us feel sick; ironically 
these are often highly attractive to carp; after all, they do regularly feed upon stimulating amino acids derived from 
rich fresh duck and goose droppings! (We would not stomach eating fly pupae, but everyone knows maggots are 
outstanding easily digested, nutritionally stimulating carp baits!) 
 
 



 
 
Why not add flavours or liquid foods to your live baits such as maggots. Many top match anglers will admit it really 
works! 
 

 
 
Combining concentrated flavours with natural extracts is a great edge – by combining products you can easily 
produce your own successful secret blends, completely unique to you and no one else! 
 
Instant attraction-style baits benefit from the potency of high levels of concentrated flavour components that they 
contain. The active ingredients they contain almost ‘explode’ in carp’s senses and actually change the nature of the 
water surrounding the bait as it breaks down. But such baits are the most dependant upon your fishing skills and 
experience in order to maximise their effectiveness, while other more naturally attractive baits consistently catch 
more big fish, regardless of your relative angling skills. Instant baits may catch for years but will very often have 
sharp and prolonged lows in effectiveness once carp relate them with being hooked; this is why nutritionally 
stimulating baits just keep on catching because they defeat the fish almost from the inside-out!! 
 



 
 
Homemade baits are very quick and easy to make with only a little instruction and practice. These homemade baits 
(shown above) are more unconventionally shaped, dense bottom baits based on the legendary CC Moore Odyssey 
XXX base mix with added limestone powder. Below are a few hook baits made with the same base mix that are a 
little different!  
 

 
 
Please note that a specially hard CC Moore Odyssey XXX hook bait mix is now available; I consider this a really 
useful option because you can have a soft and much more soluble version alongside a much harder and more 
resilient Odyssey XXX hook bait on the same hair for example – each with its own advantages! 
 
 
 



 
 
You can super-boost all your baits with natural feeding trigger-packed liquid foods; here are baits about to be 
frozen with added Liquid Krill and Salmon Extract, Red Venom, Feedstim XP, Liquid Super Slop, Super Pure 
Betaine and other additional natural extract powders. 
 
You can easily manipulate every characteristic of your homemade baits – making them denser, tighter or more open 
in texture, lighter, smooth or coarse-textured, or even more water-soluble and digestible etc. With the vast range of 
CC Moore products at your disposal, the choice is yours! Remember that the more different to the usual baits they 
are, the likelier it is Mr Carp will become inquisitive, being unable to avoid getting hooked on them!  
 

 
 
Why not completely remove as many of those nasty danger reference points carp are all too familiar with when 
dealing with a bed of uniformly round boilies for instance? These small homemade baits not only have different 
shapes, sizes, buoyancies and textures; they have varied levels of naturally attractive additives, different liquid 
foods, flavours and sweeteners etc! 
 
The equally effective CC Moore Meteor and Live System base mixes are genuinely outstanding quality baits that 
you can change, adapt, blend or use as a base in which to incorporate any base mix ingredients and base mixes in 
order to make your baits different, unique and even more specially boosted too! For example, a home made bait 
made with a few ounces of Whey Protein Concentrate (WPC) plus some Acid and Rennet casein and Maize Meal 
or Semolina for instance will be very hard, but will still retain good water-solubility. However, a bait made with 
lots of Vitamealo, Lamlac, Sodium or Calcium Caseinate, Soya Flour or Soya Isolate for instance will still be very 
attractive and soluble, but will be a much softer bait. 
 
 
 



It is a widely accepted fact that any carp fishing beginner can go straight onto a big carp water and catch a string of 
big fish with a very technically advanced bait and never even realise why it works so well. He/she may not realise 
that such a bait will have the natural nutritional stimulatory powers required to deliver a message to carp that makes 
them think or realise that the bait contains all the nutrients required to sustain themselves. Equally importantly a 
bait with these properties of attraction actually conditions fish to repeatedly consume them as they represent both 
incredibly energy-efficient and naturally attractive items! With more knowledgeable carp anglers applying better 
quality baits to even getting a single bite, having more understanding of bait and its workings and how to maximise 
its effects will not only maximise your catches but will also enable you to adapt your thinking on baits and your 
general fishing approaches for the rest of your life! 
 

 
 
Above – combining these is a fantastic confidence-boosting starting point for a beginner to bait making! OK - so 
making homemade baits is my thing, but then I can fish on a budget and control exactly what goes into my bait, 
including extra-boosting the levels of legendary additives like Green Lipped Mussel extract, Squid Liver Extract 
and Feedstim XP etc; true confidence out of the bottle and bag!  
 

 
 
Above are just a few of my personalised homemade CC Moore Odyssey XXX hook baits! I like things to be as 
potent as possible; to behave and even feel different to the fish. My more buoyant hook baits (on the left) on this 
occasion contain 50% cork dust! 
 



 
 
To confuse some of the obvious carp reference points these super-boosted homemade air-dried paste and boilie 
baits in my PVA bags are round, square, triangular, disc and odd shaped.  (I’m very pleased so many of the great 
CCM liquids are PVA-bag friendly – e.g. Liquid Chilli Extract, Red Venom, Feedstim XP, Bloodworm Extract, 
Mussel Extract, Shrimp Extract, Corn sweet Syrup, Tiger Nut Oil, Liquid Yeast, Liquid Molasses and more!) 
 
With their product range, the opportunities given to anglers to enable them to push carp’s buttons and even 
condition their sensory receptors to our baits using a diverse range of scientifically proven products is something 
CC Moore are obviously totally dedicated to achieving. This gives you the perfect way of ‘out-competing’ other 
anglers’ baits. This is indeed a genuine phenomenon in our often extremely competitive modern carp fishing 
environment and needs to be experienced first-hand to be fully appreciated. The true power of this is quite 
incredible! Times have changed very much in carp fishing from 30 years ago when I first began.  
 

 
 
The early 80s – still a time when catch transforming bait secrets were incredibly hard earned (and guarded)! 



 
The days when you might be one of only a handful of carp anglers on a water deliberately manipulating carp 
feeding behaviours (and even the preferred feeding locations of bigger fish with higher energy needs) to keep 
ahead, by regularly introducing high quality nutritionally stimulating baits is mostly long gone. Energy is what carp 
and humans ultimately need to stay alive. Carp have many similarities with humans but one thing they do better is 
converting protein sources into energy (while we do this best with carbohydrates.) But there are many aspects of 
balanced health and essential nutrition that can be highly leveraged in bait terms to get our fish hooked far beyond 
the impact of protein per-se.  CC Moore really has developed a stunning range of advanced and truly unique, 
potently refined products that help you capitalise on the other key nutrients, which are so often overlooked. 
 
We all have the choice whether to buy the best, most reliable quality readymade baits we can or make our own, 
perhaps if on a budget, but this does not mean we have to compromise on bait quality and their impacts upon fish 
feeding responses – far from it! Still too many carp baits available today simply do not contain enough intrinsically 
essential nutrients and attractors within them for fish to become stimulated enough to actually feed and repeatedly 
consume them. Many bait makers simply do not have the resources to employ top professional advisors such as 
food scientists as an integral part of their product development team - but CC Moore does of course. The best 
nutritionally formulated baits provide you with the maximum number of chances at pick-ups because carp actually 
strongly want to repeatedly consume such baits and not just merely sample your bait! The success of fake corn and 
the like is often a response to fishing pressure where carp anglers have fished in the usual ways that the carp have 
become conditioned to actively avoid baits fished using the same methods, often for long periods of time; washed 
out baits work so well for this reason, giving an appearance that is uncommon to a standard hookbait. .  
 
But it must be stated that carp can detect the individual stimulatory substances within a bait’s base mix even when 
the flavours and aromas that we can detect have been completely washed out. The mere fact that such key 
components are contained in a bait makes a significant difference to the way your bait performs against other 
anglers baits. In such a competitive environment, the very last thing you want to do is take your bait for granted, 
compromise on the quality and focus on spending most of your money on your tackle – and all those flashy things 
you fell other anglers might judge you by. When all is said and done, anglers who have any knowledge or 
understanding of our sport will judge you on your captures, and more importantly, you will judge yourself and gain 
much more satisfaction from achieving the targets and aims you have set yourself. 
 

 
 
Is your bait good enough to keep working, getting you bites even when you fish terribly?! Are you 100 percent 
confident in it? In my opinion CC Moore baits and ingredients are of a quality and calibre good enough to reliabl 
andy consistently catch fish despite a relatively lazy fishing approach in adverse conditions. I base this on personal 
experience of using homemade baits based upon CC Moore bait ingredients of very many kinds!  
 



 
 
I often feel that many typically modern style (i.e. static approach) carp anglers do not work really hard for their fish 
and often miss what I consider one of the key factors responsible for under-pinning the consistent success of the 
most successful big name anglers. With free time being increasingly difficult to find, the majority of carp anglers 
are of the so-called weekend kind, with very limited time and resources who just want a bit of sport and relaxation. 
Unfortunately, placed in such a situation it’s easy to find oneself struggling on the increasingly pressured and 
competitive carp waters that are descended upon by the masses at weekends. However, when you find yourself in 
this situation you really need to focus your attention on creating yourself an edge over others, and it is in exactly 
this situation where our bait quality directly affects our catch results. Sure, you can catch big carp on fake corn, but 
it is the unique qualities of our free baits and feeds that makes that critical difference between catching smaller fish 
with a few bigger ones along the way, or catching big fish more often than not! 
 
With the boom of carp fishing, many newcomers to the sport rush headlong into aiming to catch just big carp and 
have had so little experience and time fishing for other smaller (and larger) species that they over-look or don’t 
realise the benefits of tactics that are used to great effect by anglers targeting other species. For example, baiting 
your swim not to avoid other species but to exploit their behaviour can really improve your chances, as their actual 
presence and activities can draw carp into your swim to feed more confidently and competitively than they do when 
they feed alone!  
 
In more recent years I have learnt to exploit the use of my carp baits predominantly by taking advantage of the 
inevitable attentions of smaller fish species’ feeding habits and behaviours. To begin to appreciate this approach 
just consider for a moment how frequently big and very wary carp get caught following the bait pestering attentions 
of roach, crucian carp, bream, tench or catfish for example! It is simply always happening, so why not use this to 
your advantage rather than see it is a negative factor.  
 
If carp inevitably barge into shoals of other feeding fish, then why not exploit the behaviour of the Bream, Roach, 
Rudd, Tench or whatever species is already feeding, with the intention of inducing highly intensive smaller fish 
feeding and even stronger more competitive carp feeding? Competition for bait makes catching carp far easier and 
more productive. Simply consider what you see when floater fishing. Once you have several fish competing for 
freebies it’s only a matter of time before one slips up on your hookbait. Caution, consideration and bait ‘inspection’ 
seems to go out the window immediately. I remember fishing Darenth Big Lake when the carp were going mad for 
sweetcorn fired out en masse, and my captures from there were generally caught over ground baits, which were not 
only much more economical than fishing over readymade boilies, but were also more effective at attracting other 
species to the baited area! 
 



 
 
 
Carp anglers used to (and many still mistakenly do) think that ground baits composed of smaller particles of bait are 
a ‘small fish’ method; and years ago I used to think the same, at a time when there was almost a snobbery 
surrounding HNV bait use. But then high nutritional value ingredients, additives, liquid foods etc although around 
and used back then in ground baits, have now completely changed the possibilities of ground baits forever! 
Improved education, changing perceptions, new angling dynamics and technical advances have completely altered 
carp fishing! The notorious so-called method feeder approach has now been so successful at national match fishing 
venues, that it is frequently banned! Why not try the groundbait/method mix approach using a combination of the 
highly effective CC Moore products. 
 
Carp are predominantly particulate feeders and can adjust the gap in their gill rakers to extract smaller or larger 
particles from water passed through them while feeding; no wonder carp love ground bait and tiny particles; like 
crushed tiger nuts and hemp (and even more when boosted with tiger nut oil/extract and hemp oil of course!)  
 

 
 



As a famous Eastern master once said “The problem provides the solution!” The head, eyes, skin, face, lips, 
barbels, nasal openings, throat, teeth, palate, (and gut) etc of a carp, have so many features and characteristics we 
can stimulate to make catching them that much easier! But all too often we overlook just how much we consolidate 
the negative familiarity aspects of our baits, rigs etc, into our fishing approach; thus training fish to become even 
harder to catch! Using baits and approaches in imaginative, alternative or newly adjusted ways, and being a little 
different to the majority of other anglers certainly counts more and more these days as more anglers come into carp 
fishing! The outstanding success of most new baits, ideas and methods is very obvious proof of this in action, 
however the best, most tried and tested methods and baits just keep on working with minor changes made to keep 
us ahead of Mr Carp! 
 

 
 
A PVA bag containing whole and crumbled air-dried, enzyme-active pastes, sweetcorn-shaped homemade boilies 
(with Red Venom, Marine Amino Compound and Feedstim XP,) with CC Moore pellets, Active feast and Sweet 
Nut Cloud as ground bait. I feel that the ground bait presented in the closest proximity to the hook bait must ideally 
work incredibly powerfully (or suitably subtly) to best trigger intensive and competitive carp feeding. Boosting 
hook baits and especially the free bait closest to your hook baits, is intended to directly overcome the carps’ normal 
instincts for danger and their inhibitions and suspicions – and replace these with a heightened desire to feed. 
 
As I get to know more about the CC Moore range of baits and homemade bait-making products I’m staggered by 
the unrivalled level of attention to detail applied, particularly in regard to exploiting the carp’s senses. The tones of 
bait colours, liquid food and flavour densities, bait textures and other key features are vital for improved fish 
feeding responses in our competitive fishing environment, and create that all-important edge!  
 
I really like the way the readymade Odyssey XXX boilies and base mix have such a high level of one of the most 
potent carp feeding triggers of all time – namely the betaine content of green lipped mussel extract; this has been a 
market-leading, hugely effective development of the like that has been rarely, if ever found in the bait market.  
 
But then, other ready made baits are also available in this extensive range, and the boosted mussel hook baits have 
an even higher level of green lipped mussel extract – I soak mine in liquid mussel extract with super pure betaine 
powder and salts. (These totally unique buoyant baits give me complete confidence at any time of year – in just 
about any conditions!!) Just imagine a bed of air-dried Odyssey XXX paste baits presented with a variety of mixed 
CC Moore pellets, fished with a trimmed boosted mussel or boosted Belachan hook bait ( or one of the others 
available) over the top – simply awesome! 
 



 
 
The buoyant CC Moore Boosted Mussel Hookbaits are truly exceptional, just look at the original colour! 
 

 
 
Above: An alternative combination homemade bait soak made from CC Moore liquid foods, about to be applied to 
some prepared alternative homemade boilies – it’s quick and very effective! 
 
As we all have the long-term welfare of carp at heart, the ethics of catching fish really demand that you put 
something back into this sport of ours. The health providing benefits of CC Moore baits and bait ingredients should 
not to be underestimated, and promote heightened levels of disease immunity, a healthy metabolism and improved 
digestive system, excellent fish energy levels and a balanced plane of nutrition for carp. In all my research into carp 
baits, it has become obvious that the greatest carp catching substances are usually some of the most potent products 
suitable to best support the survival and basic essential energy requirements of carp; lets face it, that is ultimately 
what food and nutrition really adds up to!  
 
Tiger nuts, peanuts and even almonds, coffee, nettle, chilli and other natural products contain substances which you 
might not typically associate with a carp in terms of nutritional value, but attraction comes in many disguises and 
modes of action. For example, the Canthaxanthin found in such high levels in CC Moore’s exclusive Cantax Red 
365 Pellets is an awesomely effective all year round ingredient that makes these pellets far more seasonally flexible 
in terms of nutritional attraction and biological value than Salmon Pellets that contain high levels of lipids in 
conjunction with this potently bioactive pigment (albeit in much lower levels). 
 



 
To get an edge, you might opt for extremely hard homemade enzyme-active cubes like these.  
 
 

 
Or make some CC Moore Liquid Super slop-based paste like this. 
 
 
It seems obvious that if you make baits primarily from naturally derived carp feeding triggers and attractors which 
reflect essential carp nutritional requirements that these fish become deficient in at certain times, then you give 
them as many reasons as possible to actually consume your bait – and crucially, repeatedly so!  
 
A simple made at home or on the bank pellets-based boilie or unique pellet combination paste is a great idea. Try 
basing them on CC Moore liquid foods with added egg powder, egg albumin and whey gel to make them more 
resilient. Just a few examples of pellets to combine are shown below: 
 



 
 

 
 
These are pellet-based paste baits boosted with squid flesh meal and squid liver extract powder with added egg 
albumin, Liquid super slop and Feedstim XP – simply irresistible! 
 



 
Where it matters most– to be or not to be! 
 

 
 
Bait ingredients such as these really help you to catch fish like this. 
(This fish took the bait minutes after it was first cast out on my arrival.) 

 
 
 
There are many scientifically proven carp feeding triggers and inducers, attractors and palatability enhancers that 
improve the chances of carp getting hooked on your baits quite literally and even physiologically. These often more 
often than not contain synthetic or naturally occurring examples of substances that a carp’s senses are acutely 
sensitive to, both internally and externally. In this I particularly refer to flavours, which indeed contain synthetic 
copies of flavour components but also include real bioactive natural substances too.  
 



CC Moore flavours certainly stand out because they have been selected specially for the characteristic of the smell 
actually matching the taste (which believe it or not is not that common with many carp fishing flavours!) As Ian 
Moore knows all about the bioactive components of products (like those in Thyme essential oil that are found in 
certain leading carp flavours), you can be sure his knowledge goes far beyond what you read on this site. This 
knowledge can then be applied to existing bait range or new products in the development stage. (There are many 
truly mind-blowing new developments in store!) 
 
 

 
 
Already an upper forty when caught just prior spawning in 2006, this beauty is fast approaching 50 pounds now in 
2009. The use of balanced nutrition, top quality baits that really pack the pounds onto fish (while maintaining peak 
health in the highly-stocked waters of today’s carp scene) is unsurprisingly very popular with fishery owners. It is 
obvious for the future of our sport, and of course the fish, it pays to give something back to the fish in the form of 
high quality food/bait. 
 
Being a professionally trained horticultural grower, the bioactive component of baits is something I spotted a long 
time ago; and CC Moore baits appear to be absolutely built upon this theme. You might say that bioactive in this 
case means addictive or habit-forming either directly or indirectly. The idea of the CC Moore Milkimin Pellets is an 
awesome one; not simply from the amino acid attraction etc nutritionally but also the impact of potent addictive 
peptides in the milk ingredients contained in the pellets for instance. Yes it’s a fact – babies are almost ‘drugged’ by 
peptides into taking mothers milk repeatedly – the same in practice goes for cereals such as wheat – what is 
semolina but a particularly hard variety of wheat?  
 



 
 
Milkimin pellets – Addictive nutrition and irresistible attraction; their special buoyancy is a serious edge too! 
 

 
 
One of my favourite homemade bait ingredients of all time – it’s certainly addictive! (and a great, soluble binder) 
 



 
 
My sweetcorn shaped homemade baits; these simply made, carp sense stimulating baits come from deep in my mad 
little grey cells – but they really work! 
 
CC Moore has a food scientist as part of the team, and it really shows! The first time I used a home made bait made 
from the flagship Odyssey XXX base mix with Feedstim XP and a few extra CC Moore powdered additives and 
liquids, it literally took seconds to hook fish on the first 2 casts. I had especially boosted hook baits with squid flesh 
meal, squid liver extract powder, fermented shrimp powder, pure betaine powder, green lipped mussel extract and 
Lactose B+ concentrate, along with added Crab and Frankfurter Essences and the awesome Feedstim XP powder. 
What can I say – simply magic! (Every carp angler needs confidence and this kind of ‘bait boosting’ and the results 
it brings are ideal for building confidence.)  
 

 
 
Unique hook baits such as these above, incorporating 50% cork dust to balance them, are a brilliant edge. They do 
not simply have to be exact copies of the readymade version or even your freebies, in fact a variation is often more 
effective. Although my standard homemade copies of the Odyssey XXX bait catch all day long, I prefer to be 
different just in case someone else has already been hauling on my water using the standard baits (and hookbaits). 
Note the angular irregular shape of the homemade Odyssey hook baits above left! 
 
 



When my friends and I began using bird food boilie crumb as ground bait instead of whole boilies in the early 
Eighties, we certainly didn’t consider this to be a small fish method.  
 

 
 
Air-dried whole or crumbled boilies are fantastic carriers of extremely stimulatory fish feeding triggers, attractors 
and enhancers. So why not seriously give yourself the edge? Give your fish what they really love and essentially 
need in order to survive via such potently soaked free baits? Really draw them excitedly into your swim where they 
will be ready to trip-up on your equally potent hook baits!  
 

 
 
Really well re-hydrated boilies are incredibly attractive to fish! 
 
 
 
 



Re-hydrating your baits in liquid foods such as CC Moore Meat Amino Compound, Liquid liver Compound, Liquid 
Shrimp Extract, Liquid Chilli Extract, Liquid Betaine, Liquid Kelp Complex is a tactic which should be high on 
your agenda if your looking for a dramatic boost of attraction. As the water is dried our or your air-dried baits it 
leaves the space and opportunity to impregnate your bait with a highly attractive liquid food that is so much more 
attractive than the water you have removed. Tiger Nut Oil, Geranium Essential Oil, Cod Liver Oil, Talin, Pure 
Salmon Oil and so on are simply the tip of the iceberg of options available within CC Moore’s vast range of high 
quality products.  
Of course you might well also add the PVA-friendly liquid foods to your bait-filled PVA nets, stockings and bags 
etc, to provide as much stimulatory attention to your hook bait areas as possible!  
 

 
 
Why not try soaking your hook baits or boilie crumb in CC Moore liquid foods combinations such as Liquid Super 
Slop with Liver Amino Compound or even the alternative Super Cherry Amino instead of the very commonly used 
Minamino (based on treated casein) with Feedstim XP. Unusual hook bait dips can make a very significant 
difference to your catches and can even avert blanks on a tough session! In fact I’ve often used neat flavours or 
flavours mixed with liquid foods as crumbled bait soaks very successfully for free baits applications – and fished 
hook baits nearby with low flavour levels! Wary carp often fall for this kind of approach having initially been 
drawn to an area by the powerful flavour concentrations and food signals, but then opt for the more subtle bait. 
 
I remember that my first thirty-pound carp came from exploiting this kind of approach. The bait I used on that 
occasion had spice essential oil-flavoured whole and crushed maize in the mix. As CC Moore essential oils have 
been chosen for all year round effectiveness you can be certain that whether you exploit them in boilies, PVA 
related ground baits or in particle preparations you can be certain your bait is suitable for all temperatures. (Why 
prepare seeds such as hemp with aniseed or the oh so frequently used dependable black pepper oil when clove, 
geranium, cinnamon or thyme oils will give you an added extra different edge?) 
 
 
 



 
 
Above is a PVA bag mix I prepared in advance of fishing, utilising many types of CC Moore pellets, base mix 
ingredients and liquid foods, including Feedstim XP, HDE, Cantax Red, Milkimin and Amino Green 365 pellets. I 
included the instant spod mix called Sweet Nut Cloud too. It also contains Marine Amino compound, Crayfish 
Extract Concentrate, the incredibly stimulating Liquid Salmon & Krill Extract, Liquid Mussel Extract, Liquid Super 
Slop, Super Pure Betaine, Spirulina, Vitamealo, Squid Powder, chopped mussels defrosted in betaine, and lots more 
goodies! Anyone can make such a mix and the result is pure homemade bait confidence – there are so many carp 
feeding triggers in this mix you wouldn’t believe, and a mix like this is truly unique to the maker! 
 
A further example of ground bait as big fish bait came for me in the Nineties at a time on a water where whole 
boilies and pellets were the predominant free baits used by the vast majority of carp anglers. I repeated a previous 
version of the bait and caught a 45lb leather carp from an Essex day ticket water. This was one fish I kept quiet 
about otherwise the water would have been rammed full of anglers, and I preferred to avoid this happening!  
 

 
 
Above is a stunningly unusual upper thirty from the water previously mentioned – it’s only capture to date in over a 
period of 10 years; caught over ground bait including natural potent feeding trigger-rich air-dried pastes and pellets, 
and liquid food-soaked crumbled boilies and boosted crushed particles.  
 



 
I usually mix my essential oils to provide new combinations that carp might not have ever experienced before and it 
really works both in making homemade baits and baits soaks, PVA bag mixes etc. Also, if you’ve never tried it, try 
cooking tiger nuts in essential oils!  
 
Carp anglers often think of liquid attraction in terms of simple smells and tastes derived from concentrated flavours, 
but carp can filtrate-feed on your bait substances in solution long before actually consuming whole baits. In doing 
this they can detect individual elements of your bait that they essentially need at that point in time in order to 
survive and this is a crucial reason why baits with high concentrations of natural carp feeding triggers are so very 
effective!  
 

 
 
CC Moore offer more cost effective alternative to these tiny bottles of glycerine! 
 
Adding the sweetening liquid glycerine to your bait soaks and dips at a 50 percent rate will not only intensify the 
close proximity attraction of your baits so helping carp get even more excited when near them, but preserve them 
too! 
Glycerine is also a valuable energy source that is rapidly diffused into the bloodstream – almost as instantly as a 
shot of adrenaline! 
 



 
 
Just a few CC Moore liquid foods carp (and many other fish species) go mad for – so why not add them generously 
and get the biggest fish competing over your baits! 
  
Many amino acid compounds, mixtures and complexes are very good flavours in themselves and even enhance 
other substances effects and the low concentrated amino acids pH levels can preserve baits for very long periods - 
which as a great practical plus too!  
 
Many pre-digested, fermentable marine and yeast additives and ingredients are rich in taste enhancing and feed-
triggering glutamic acid, and as such deliver potent attractors that make a huge difference to the effectiveness of 
baits. Other ingredients such as Crunchy Kelp, Liquid Kelp Complex and the stimulatory unique CC Moore vitamin 
supplement Cyprivit, all makes great additions to all kinds of bait applications, providing key minerals, vitamins 
and trace elements that are often lacking in waters and fish diets. These can be applied within method, stick, spod 
and PVA bag mixes, ground baits, pastes and boilies as well as bait dips, homemade flavour concoctions and of 
course particle preparations!  
Strangely, Enzyme-treated yeast powder is an often over-looked but incredibly potent additive. One proven aspect 
of yeast not generally known is how powerful its immunity-boosting properties impact on carp and their food 
selection choices. Aside from the essential carp nutrition it provides it also brings key benefits such as vitamins, 
antioxidants and of course digestive stimulation!  
I use a lot of yeast in my bait recipes and the cheaper yeast extracts and Marmite have frequently been a common 
feature of my baits.  



 
 
Marmite and Blackstrap molasses although very effective are definitely not always the most practical nor the 
cheapest bait options, but the CC Moore liquid molasses, molasses meal, liquid yeast, yeast powder and enzyme-
treated yeast powder are far more suitable to my needs and wallet! Now I can exploit their even more practical and 
concentrated enzyme treated yeast powder and liquid yeast for all kinds of baits and applications. For example: 
from boosting readymade and homemade boilies, pellets, particles and ground baits, to creating unique nutritional 
homemade bait flavours and complexes (and much more besides!) Why limit your imagination! 
 

 
 
Just a few drops of Red Venom liquid will cloud water in your swim an attractive vivid red-orange. (One of the 
most significantly bioactive ingredients in this is used in the new metabolism-boosting weight loss pills the 
government is keen to promote against the UK obesity epidemic!) 
 
A simple mixture of Liquid Yeast and Red Venom makes an unusually complex and potent bioactive liquid bait 
boosting liquid ideal for use on boilies, pellets, ground baits, particles and many other baits. As the bait breaks 
down it clouds the water with a highly visually stimulating red hue! 
 
 
 
 



 
Monosodium glutamate (MSG) is a notorious yet effective taste-enhancing additive used in conjunction with salt in 
Chinese takeaway meals, sauces, snacks and boullions; think Belachan (and CC Moore Liquid Belachan) in this 
regard! Ingredients and baits, which contain naturally occurring glutamic acid, are undoubtedly enhanced by its 
presence. Not only does it improve the taste profile of the bait, it also seems to magnify the strength of the key 
ingredients in any bait. Pure 97% Betaine is also a great enhancer of amino acids and these in turn work in potent 
synergistic ways with betaine itself to seriously trigger carp feeding; as such, Liquid Betaine really is an invaluable 
product capable of instantly boosting any liquid food or even a single flavour! (I can confirm that in my experience 
he results speak for themselves!) 
 

 
 
A homemade red ground bait just oozing attraction – a carpy delight! This one is boosted with various levels of Red 
Venom, Liquid Salmon & Krill Extract, Liquid Bloodworm Extract, hot chilli powder (you could use the seriously 
potent CCM Liquid Chilli Extract too) Liquid Super Slop, Liquid Molasses, Hemp Oil, Pure Salmon Oil, Liquid 
Yeast, Super Pure Betaine and Minamino; a rather unusual and incredibly stimulatory combination! Just look at this 
and you can see how effectively it will leak out around your baited area. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Fortunately we don’t have to think too hard about the extreme attraction of amino acids when they are the dominant 
fraction of the liquid foods available for us all to use in our carp fishing today. Whether it is using Liquid Betaine 
and Corn Steep Liquor to boost sweetcorn, or using Meat Amino Compound and Liver Amino Compound to glug 
meaty baits, or Liquid Mussel Extract, or Liquid Belachan Extract and Crayfish Concentrate to boost fresh mussels, 
or pellets, boilies, particles or even fake baits. 
 
In river and sea fishing it is very noticeable that you get most of your bites within 15 minutes of casting in, before 
the current has washed out the water-soluble feeding triggers and attractors. In lakes this effect is reduced due to the 
relative stillness of the water even though currents do exist of course. But just consider how much more potent all 
baits are when surrounded by a halo of natural carp feeding triggers that the fish find in their own environment. The 
CC Moore range supplies endless examples of products which can add these properties to your bait, from 
Fermented shrimp powder to Liquid Shrimp, Belachan or Bloodworm Extract, each of the staggeringly effective 
products in the Boosted Natural Range are designed to provide highly concentrated combinations of natural triggers 
that carp are able to detect even when present in baits at very low levels.  
 

 
 



Although CC Moore offers the devastating Asian Belachan bait additive, the secret of top carp anglers from 
decades ago, Fermented Shrimp Powder (European) is just as stimulating and is also available in powder form 
making it ideal for use in dry mixes. It also displays hygroscopic characteristics which whilst meaning it must be 
kept in dry conditions is also indicative of its concentration of salts within it. Anyone who knows what impact salts 
have on carp senses (and on water and other bait substances and ingredients,) will be using this naturally 
powerhouse of attraction as soon as they read this - if they’re not already! 
 
In the past 3 years I have been doing much more river fishing and have been testing the impacts of using liquid carp 
baits for many other species. The conclusion is that the higher the levels of natural feeding triggers and natural 
based attractants you can get into your baits and into the immediate vicinity of your baits, the faster bites come. 
This will come as no surprise to CC Moore customers who recognise this feature in their quality boilie range. It’s 
no coincidence that Odyssey XXX, Meteor and Odyssey boilies all contain 100ml/kg of their respective liquid 
additives. When you compare this to baits produced by other companies it is significantly higher, meaning their are 
more potent attractors leaking out (rather than liquid egg binding the baits) This obviously produces dramatically 
improved catch rates and a notably higher number of bigger fish too.  
 
This directly corresponds to carp baits and carp fishing in still waters and rivers, but also to highly competitive 
match fishing applications too! All those regional and national carp matches won at venues like Elphicks Fishery in 
Kent with the use of ground baits, method and spod mixes incorporating very high levels of liquid foods and 
attractants have demonstrated big fish really do love ground baits and liquid foods, especially when generously 
applied! Remember, the basic rule that should always be applied is that we fish in water, so the greater level of 
water-soluble attractors we can get into our baits the more they will leak out and full those fish into our baited area. 
The use of active ground baits is also a fantastic edge and CC Moore offer loads of options from method and spod 
mixes to stick mixes, so I urge you to take a closer look as their quality, stimulatory impacts and choice of products 
seriously rivals anything I have ever seen on the market! 
 
 
Move to movement 
 
I am now well and truly into using baits that move of their own volition in the water column, stimulating one of the 
most effective carp chemoreceptors of all. To do this you can part hydrate CC Moore dried shrimps and the special 
natural mixture called Supernaturals incorporating shrimps, miniature crayfish, snails and daphnia; each with 
varying buoyancies. If you have not previously considered it, for instance, why not try soaking a dry batch in 
Marine Amino Compound, another perhaps Liquid Kelp Complex, Feedstim XP, Liquid Shrimp Extract or even 
Corn Sweet Syrup perhaps; remember to be different – it really works to get those wary carp feeding much more 
excitedly and competitively! 
 
Ian Moore has recently told me about a new range of stick mixes that is on the way. This exciting new concept 
product also features ingredients that will actively combust and spread around the water column for an extended 
period of time. It contains active ingredients that will continually disperse tasty food particles through the baited 
area as the bait ball dissolves. It will also be a buoyant mix so will be perfect for use over weed and debris. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I especially like CC Moore Red Venom, which is a liquid variant of the all-conquering Robin Red. This is a very 
potent product that I tend to dilute with 50% water or another water based attractor, as it is so powerful on carp’s 
senses. It is something I had been looking for since the days when liquid Robin Red extract was available which I 
used as a brilliant liquid food complex base with added flavours, Minamino, liquid yeast and liquid liver etc.  
Whilst others have tried to copy Red Venom I have found it to be of a significantly higher quality than others 
products of this type I have tested. 
 
 

 
 
Red Venom clouds the water red and turns baits an attractive deep red too, and with the added bonus of being PVA-
friendly you can soak all your baits and PVA nets, bags etc in it to boost your bait with a spicy liquid food that like 
Robin Red adds a valuable taste and nutrient dimension. Using it on a smaller fish water last week I had takes on all 
3 rods within 5-10 minutes of casting; using baits glugged in Red Venom and a lesser proportion of Feedstim XP!  
 
I also used a different bait with CC Moore Marine Amino Compound and added Crayfish Concentrate and the 
absolutely awesome complex of natural feeding triggers called Liquid Super Slop, and I enjoyed a catch far in 
excess of the other carp anglers fishing boilies and pellets. Fake corn and real corn soaked in these and others, or 
indeed just in Liquid Super Slop, really does transform corn into a very unique and unusually attractive boosted 
bait! (For red baits just use a 50 percent inclusion in your bait soak or glug of Red Venom!) Liquid Super Slop has 
to be one of those big bait breakthroughs, like Feedstim XP and the awesome CC Moore Marine Amino 
Compound; the nutritional attraction it contains is unbelievable and I’m torn between using this or mixing Salmon 
& Krill Extract with Liquid Mussel and Bloodworm Extract with some squid powders – it’s just fantastically 
exciting stuff! 
 
It begs the question, where else can you possibly find such a vast range of opportunity creating bait products. The 
options are endless; we really never have had it so good. Think laterally and try to be different with your approach 
to bait and you can dramatically increase the enjoyment levels in your fishing, and the results too!  



 
 
On this point, Steve Briggs happened to mention to me that his last carp world championship win was very much 
about the correct application of bait and if I recall him correctly I think he was able to hold those roving river carp 
with over 200 kilograms of bait; just think of the levels of soluble attraction from that when introduced regularly!  
Also, Nigel Sharpe is a big fan of halibut pellet oil, I recall his success at Redmire in recent times where he used 
this product to great effect. CC Moore Trout/ Halibut Pellet Oil is not to be missed; try mixing it with Squid Powder 
or Squid Liver Extract to make an original and awesomely effective bait soak! 
 
The liquid aspect of your bait is of absolutely paramount importance because these are the substances that really 
make a bait perform at its peak in regards to concentrations of stimulators interacting with carp sensory receptors. It 
is just like eating a plain biscuit compared to one coated in chocolate; the effect is very similar and with just the 
same effects, i.e. if it tastes good you want to eat more! Also there is no question that predigested and enzyme-
treated bait additives like LO30 fish protein increase the water-soluble concentration of carp feeding triggers 
issuing forth seriously excited fish to your baits in a pre-stimulated mode of behaviour!  
 
CC Moore have many potent water-soluble additives and ingredients produced via enzyme-treating or predigesting 
by various means and they really need to form the core of your bait and all forms of ground baits whether you use 
the liquid or powdered forms (but preferably both so you have stronger, longer-lasting intensity of stimulation over 
a longer period of time!) Prime examples of the these big fish-pulling powders include the hugely popular Feedstim 
XP Powder, Fermented Shrimp Powder, Enzyme-Treated Liver Powder, Corn Steep Liquor Powder, Enzyme-
Treated Yeast, the all-conquering water-soluble fish protein (Marine Amino Compound) and the devastating new 
Squid Liver Extract.  
 



 
 
The new Squid Liver Extract powder – a new legend in the making – get on it!! 
 
Do not neglect the power of the unique CCM Squid Liver Extract; my good friend Phil fished at Churchwood 
Essex, last week, using a bait with 10 percent of this in his baits. He caught all night long - no sleep was required!  
 
(Note to self; get some more squid liver extract powder now! I can then use it in my homemade hook baits at 15% 
alongside maybe a 20% inclusion of green lipped mussel extract, plus an added 2 grams of Ultrasweet to gently and 
smoothly sweeten the bait and offer Mr Carp a bait that he will not have experienced before!) 
 
More and more carp anglers are discovering that using ever more generous quantities of specialised natural-based 
carp fishing bait liquids will often bring shockingly fast and impressive results, when compared to using baits 
incorporating lower levels of such additives. Many of the very best CCM product-based homemade hook baits and 
ground baits formats and designs (as made/used by many fishery ‘top rod’ CCM customers,) have 100ml (or more) 
of liquid foods added.  
 
But even if a product is not as water soluble as another (some specific bait ingredients and additives are only partly 
water soluble,) they still have a devastating effect! How many anglers have pondered how Pure Salmon Oil, 
Trout/Halibut Pellet Oil, Hemp Oil, or essential oils are so effective if they are 100 percent insoluble? Just consider 
the impact of terpenes (and those components within essential oil preparations that are only part-soluble for 
instance,) or even just how soluble is green lipped mussel extract for example. (Spirulina powder turns bait a 
natural green – an excellent edge and the carp absolutely love it – try adding Belachan, fermented shrimp or blue 
cheese powder alongside it as their salts definitely improve its great impact on a carp’s senses! 
 
Why not use whole egg powder instead of liquid eggs to bind your bait or better still, use a 50:50 mix of whey gel 
and egg albumin at about 10 percent of your base mix, so you can maximise the content of stimulating liquids you 
can possibly get into your baits? At the end of the day as I have been known to mention elsewhere like many 
anglers before me; if you treat your bait as an amino acid carrier; you will not go far wrong! 



 
 
Cheese is a much less effective bait when fresh and hard; but made into a soft paste and warmed-up it transforms 
into a great salty carp bait. (Try CC Moore blue cheese powder for a great bait packed intrinsically with potent 
butyric acid among other carpy goodies; used with concentrated garlic powder it is an outstanding combination 
which is effective all year round and especially in low temperatures!) 
 
I think that the old reticence so many anglers have today in regards adding liquids to their baits comes back to the 
old fear of using too much solvent based flavour in a bait which depending upon the way it is done, how the bait is 
fished and the substances used, could be disastrous or conversely very effective indeed! (Over-flavoured baits are a 
great edge used in the right ways – in terms of both free baits as well as hook baits, but make sure they are used as 
an instant bait in a very low volume! (Like a hi-viz hookbait)  
 
 

 
 



Egg albumin is a very useful highly nutritional bait ingredient that with it binding properties enables you to 
significantly raise that crucial water-soluble nutritional liquid stimulation content of your bait! 
 
If you add powdered additive versions of products in your bait alongside the liquid products too you can 
significantly prolong the water-soluble and partially soluble attraction of your bait. Do not forget that carp will 
detect fairly insoluble bait additives and ingredients even in low levels – but why go low when using natural 
extracts? Examples include the CC Moore Squid Liver Extract Powder (water-soluble) and Feedstim XP Powder 
(water-soluble,) Green Lipped Mussel Extract (de-fatted for greater solubility,) Squid Powder, Enzyme-treated 
Yeast Powder, Concentrated Yeast Powder, Enzyme-treated Liver Powder, Pure Liver Powder, Spirulina etc, etc.  
 
Why not try mixing Squid Liver Extract with Feedstim XP to create a devastating bait soak; it is simply outrageous 
in its attraction! Of course you can boost attraction with other bioactive goodies such as combining Blue Cheese 
Powder with extra strength CCM Garlic Powder with a proven liquid blend of Liquid Liver Extract, CSL and 
Feedstim XP (40%, 40%, 20%)  
 
Or what about a really potent amino-acid-packed fishmeal and krill meal type product to go with your chosen 
savoury fishmeal type bait; with fermented shrimp powder, enzyme-treated yeast powder, spirulina powder, squid 
flesh meal powder, green lipped mussel extract, pure betaine powder, liquid salmon and krill extract, anchovy 
extract, or liquid kelp complex, black pepper oil and thyme oil. With the active ingredients, alkaloids, soluble 
attractors and amino acids this is a sure-fire winner! (Using cod liver oil is another big fish edge for tightly baited 
areas and PVA-friendly applications!)  
A 1:2 mix of Crayfish Concentrate and Marine Amino Compound as a bait soak has produced great both instant 
and long-term big fish results but why stop there; try adding Liquid Super Slop or Liquid Belachan Extract, Mussel 
or Bloodworm Extracts, Squid Powder and extra pure Betaine and salts for instance! (Think ‘outside the box’ and 
you can just see those indicators flying!) 
 

 
 
In between messing around with baits I have been known to catch the odd fish – here’s a winter Shotgate lump 
from the Eighties, and below is a much more recently caught forty plus vampire!  
 



 
 
If you prefer sweet or fruity type baits, why not try Fructose Concentrate with Lactose B Plus powder for a very 
sweetly enticing raspberry type bait; perhaps with added Minamino with that nice fruity sweet nutritional attraction 
profile. Perhaps try this combination in milk, bird food and 50:50 mixes to produce creamy/fruit type baits with a 
proven year-round edge that really stimulates fish in all water temperatures. The options are endless, yet there are 
definitely opportunities to create a winning formula that can be 100% your own. What could be better? 
 

 
 
This spawned-out Essex forty from the mid 90s period was caught on bulk-fed mass-fished low budget homemade 
baits. 
 
If you are really on a tight budget, a maize meal, soya and semolina base mix with added roast peanut meal 
(preferably boosted with stimulating CCM Cyprivit vitamin supplement and CSL powder) will go a long way and 
adding a bulk flavour such as Peach, Plum or Caramel Concentrate (with a little Talin and the legendary Minamino 
or Super Cherry Amino,) will keep very cost-effective fish action coming! In terms of flagship baits and apart from 
the stunning Odyssey XXX and Meteor proprietary base mixes, I admit that I find Ccmoore Live System base mix 
totally irresistible. Its attraction lingers in your nose - and on your taste buds long after you have experienced even 
only its smell, so just imagine what it does to carp!  
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
But then why not produce your own unique budget ground bait from Crushed hemp, Marine Pellet Powder, Dried 
Insect Meal, Molasses Meal, fine breadcrumb, Supernaturals (all kinds of natural carp foods they love like mini 
crayfish, shrimps etc,) to make a bait that holds fish and is constantly moving and hovering in all layers of the water 
column; a great edge...  
 
In fact, Active Feast is ideal for this effect and other mixes such as the spod mix called Sweet Nut Cloud has 
become one of my new Ccmoore favourites this year. Yes, indeed it really does what it says on the packet! I can 
really appreciate the addictive alkaloid content of its peanuts, the hemp bioactives, natural enzymes and addictive 
milk sugar effects etc, that have been combined and all incorporated into its powerful and unique design; the carp 
love it! 
 
Not surprisingly CC Moore baits are built upon practically applied and refined fish and nutritional sciences (among 
others) and they apply many truly cutting-edge technical advances in bait design and their resultant impacts upon 
fish feeding! I came to use Ccmoore products recently because I was looking for total reliability and complete 
confidence and have found them to be everything I had hoped for - and far more! Experimentation and innovation 
with all the CC Moore ingredients and liquids truly keeps you ahead in fishing; so don’t be afraid to experiment 
with them. This huge range of incredible products give you the ideal opportunity to create your own massive edge 
whether in the form of a dip/soak, base mix, groundbait, paste bait or hookbait; and one that can’t be copied by 
others once our catch rates rocket!!! 
 
 
 
I would say that ultimate bait confidence comes from being different and unique with ingredients you can be sure 
work every time out; and CC Moore is certainly giving everyone this great gift! 
 
By Tim Richardson. 
 
 
 


