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By Chris Muir 

 
Weed; carp love it!!!  
 
Once the warm spring sunshine begins burning down upon us, fresh new weed starts climbing its 
way up to the surface, and it isn’t long until there’s a mass of underwater jungles. For many hours 
of the day, carp will hold up and sit in these weed beds, with food and security being in 
abundance nearby. Weedy waters can give us all a few problems depending on the severity of 
them, with things such as finding spots, presenting hookbaits, line-lay and losing fish often 
making it much harder for us to angle. Fortunately, we as anglers have a few tricks up our sleeves 
and in this piece I will share a few little edges that have helped me to catch some cracking carp 
over the years, and most recently, during last spring. 
  
I have been fishing a very weedy lake near to my home which holds some old scaley mirrors to 
just under 40lb, as well as some clonking commons. The weed beds would normally have hit the 
surface by mid spring which generally makes finding areas to fish a lot easier as you can visually 
see where they are, and it’s just a case of trying to find a spot in the available water around them. 
This year they haven’t, but the weed is still well up and covering vast amounts of the lake bed 
apart from a couple of areas. One is a large bull rush bed opposite the car park which has a gravel 
run around it. The other is a largish strip of clean lake bed a couple of swims up, but these swims 
are much pressured and are normally fished every evening or night. After a little walk around the 
lake with a marker it became clear why. The weed was still very much abundant and cast after 
cast was painstaking, continually reeling in huge aquatic forests. Although good, the car park 
swims just didn’t seem the ones for the bigger fish. Don’t get me wrong, they had there days but 
there had to be some good fishable spots in and around the main weed beds in the lake.   It was 
time to ditch the marker and start ‘leading’. Now ‘leading’ is a very simple but effective way of 
finding small fishable spots on very weedy waters and by just setting up a rod and reel with a 
lead, I can cast into the lake trapping the braid on the spool with my finger, just before the lead 
hits the water.  I then feel the lead down to the lake bed basically feeling for ‘donks’ and drops, 
which gives you a much better transmission up the braid to the rod. This is because your lead is 
solely attached to the braid without the added clutter of the marker and tail. This also makes it a 
lot easier to retrieve even when landing in the thickest, weediest parts. 
 
Learning to feel the different drops is very important. As a general rule, from one end of the scale 
to the other, when landing in thick weed you don’t normally feel a thing. The best case scenario is 
when landing on a hard clear spot, which will generate a huge thump up the braid to the rod tip. 
In between these there are a few different drops you can get, for example soft drops where you 
get a dull sensation as the lead touches down can indicate light weed or a soft bottom such as silt 
or sand.   
The next factor is key, which is to feel the lead as you pull back off the spot. This will tell you 
what is on the bottom. I have found tiny weed free silt spots doing this, as you feel the lead 
unplug from the silt and it comes sailing off the bottom. You would never find these with a 
marker as they are just too small. With a marker it exaggerates the weed between yourself and the 
lead and you have to pull it over too much ground to get a reading, but every situation can be 
different. I have had good drops before only to be pulling up through a lot of Canadian on the 
way out. It was a spot which didn’t prevent my lead getting to the bottom, but it was just that bit 
too weedy to present a rig on. Something like a solid PVA bag, I’m sure would have been fine if 
fish were in the area. The more you try this the more you pick up and get in tune with the method. 
It really is a case of trial and error, and practice makes perfect. 
 



Once I have got a good ‘donk’ or drop I will use the marker float, and if it’s a really small spot, I 
will not cast onto it but as close as I can and use it as a point of reference. In extreme 
circumstances I would use two markers and remember, if it is really weedy around the spot, you 
will need a very buoyant marker with a large running ring and long tail to pop it up.  
 

 
 
A long tail and buoyant marker 
 
I now lead around the marker (or markers) until I hit the spot again, then taking into account 
where your marker or markers are cast with your baited rig, feeling for the same touchdown. It’s 
amazing how baits fished on these small spots are seemingly readily accepted as they are not 
normally fished.  
 
Now, going back to the lake I was fishing this spring. It was my first trip down for a planned two 
nighter, and as soon as I pulled into the car park in the early afternoon, I noticed a carp poke its 
head out in one of the popular swims I mentioned earlier. It was free at the time being midweek, 
so I dropped in and cast a single white hell raiser out to the large clear strip where the fish had 
showed. After only twenty minutes the rod was away and after a short scrap I was netting a nice 
20lb common, which was a lovely welcome back.  
To keep it short, I decided to spend the night in there and put a bit of bait out onto the strip, but 
no more carp came my way just - tench and bream. It was a really quiet morning with not a single 
show which was very strange for this lake. Really, I should have moved there and then, but for 
some strange reason stayed put. During the day I nicked another common of 19lb which made me 
top up the clear strip. I then decided to stay put for my last night, but it was a bad decision, as 
from first light through to mid morning, not one of our slippery friends had shown. The only fish 
showing were Tench. They were continually turning over everywhere, sending up tiny sheets of 
bubbles, but the carp refused to join in. By early afternoon it was clear it wasn’t going to happen, 
so I picked up my bait bag, marker and leading rods and set off on a tour to try and find some 
spots for my next trip.     
 



The lake in question has a lovely weed choked Back Bay of around an acre and a half containing 
a couple of small islands. I was convinced this was where the carp were seeking refuge with the 
main lake being so busy during the nights. After a thorough look around I had found what I was 
looking for, a decent group of fish milling in and around the bay. The bay was reasonably 
shallow, around 5ft and very weedy. The only main feature was a shallow sand bar running off 
one of the islands, but it was too blatant and a family of seven coots lived here, daring any angler 
to put bait on it.   
 
With the fish present I scaled down my leading rod to a 1oz pear and went about trying to get a 
decent drop.  After a good few casts, I was still trying to find a presentable piece of lake bed 
when a gentle lob ¾ of the way out to one of the islands, landed with an almighty thump. 
Knowing of no bars in the bay, I was bemused but very intrigued to find out what I had just 
landed on. As I pulled the lead back I felt a ‘tap tap’ then solid as it pulled into the weed. I reeled 
in and then cast out the marker but ever so slightly to the left. It landed soft, but I popped up the 
float and used it as a point of reference, and then started to lead around it. After a few more casts 
it was clear I had found a small gravel hump, no more than two foot square with the weed up 
around it. Now, with fish in the area and the little hump found, I made the decision to stay 
another night, even though my dinner was going to consist of a tomato ketchup sandwich and half 
a pack of chocolate biscuits! I quickly and accurately baited the hump with 8 small spods of CC 
Moore hemp, red maize and Odyssey XXX chops with a splash of the awesome Feedstim XP 
liquid, just enough for a bite. I then went back to fetch my kit. Once back in my new swim in the 
bay I set about tying up a rig for the spot.  
 
This brings me nicely onto end tackle which I think is very important, and just a little bit of 
thought can go a long way. Firstly, my choice of leader is leadcore. I love the four colours in ESP 
range, as they pretty much cover every lake bed or situation you should find yourself in.  
 

 
 
Leadcore colours for all occasions 
 



Going back to the hump, it is as I mentioned earlier a very small feature, so tying up your average 
4ft leader would have been pointless. It would have been sat up, draped down the wall of weed 
around the hump so in these small feature situations, I dramatically reduce the length of my 
leadcore leaders.  
 

 
 
All you need to tie up short leaders 
 
For this small hole in the weed I tied up a 1ft gravel coloured leader with the lead inner removed.  
 

 
  
Strip out  the lead inner 



Once a little putty is applied, it still sinks very well and without the lead inner is not so rigid and 
can not feel much different to most debris the carp come across on a daily basis.  
 

 
 
Add a little putty 
 
However, it still gives me a bit of stealth and strength around a critical area of my end tackle. I 
splice this at each end, with the lead end tied to a heavy duty Teflon coated ‘O’ ring, to which I 
can tie my lead on with a light 3lb mono using a couple of simple overhand granny knots.  
 

  
 
Splice the leadcore  



 

 
 
Add the top bead 
       

 
 
Add the other rig components and finally the ‘O’ ring 
 



This is strong enough to cast short to medium distances with a 2oz lead, but if a hooked fish 
weeds or snags me up, the line will snap parting company with the lead making playing the fish a 
lot easier.  
 

  
 
Personally, 15lb GR60 is as good as it gets for toughness and reliability. I slide on two small 
Drennan float stops which are placed at two foot intervals behind the leader knot moulding a 
small piece of putty over them.  
 

 
 
Add some putty to the float stop 
 

 
 
 
 
Tie on the lead with light mainline so it can drop off 
in heavy weed 
 
 
It’s important to lose the lead in weed, as that is what 
causes the majority of problems.  
 
I use the Atomic range of leads as they offer such a 
wide range of shapes and non reflective colours.  
 
The short leader is fished rotary style, and tied with a 
Palomar knot to my mainline, which has to be of 
good quality. 



This completes what I feel is a very tidy and inconspicuous set up. 
 
With the hump being a very firm spot I decided on a simple bottom bait presentation with a 
medium length hair. One thing I religiously do before casting out is to cut off a tiny slither of 
dissolvable foam to trap the hair in place and stop it tangling on the cast. By using just a tiny 
piece it doesn’t hold the rig up in the water, only for it to dissolve and drop it in a lopped mess on 
top of your lead. I only use the whole foam nugget in the weedier softer bottom spots when I am 
using a pop up presentation.  
 

    
 
                The extended loop              Added glue for added security 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The rig kicks nicely away from the lead 
 
 
All I do is tie an extended loop knot at the 
end of the rig and once looped onto the 
swivel and pulled tight, acts as a boom 
which helps to kick the rig out straight and 
away from the lead once the nugget has 
dissolved. 
 
 
 
By using the whole PVA nugget, it helps 
you to mask your hook point keeping it out 
of trouble as your landing on the lake bed. 



 
The hump rod was baited with a 20mm XXX boilie cut down into a cube-shape to stop it rolling. 
I always go for a large hook bait in these small spot situations, because the last thing I want is to 
be picked up by a Tench or bream as casting to these spots can be hard at the best of times.  
Fishing with a larger hook bait gives you a better chance of keeping your rig on the spot even 
when other fish are feeding in the swim. It also complements the use of a stronger, bigger hook, 
which is imperative when playing fish in weed.  
I cast my rig out to the hump feeling the lead down, which landed with an almighty thump and 
after sinking the line and slackening right off, I clipped on my tiny light bobbins. I was so happy 
with this rod I just lowered my other rod in the edge under a marginal bush. The sun started to dip 
behind the trees and the carp were now very evident in the bay. A couple of decent carp cruised 
over the spot and I even saw one dip down and tilt up for a mouthful before calmly swimming 
off. It really was only a matter of time.  
 
The take came just into dark, a real screamer and after a titanic battle in and out of the weed; I 
finally landed a beautiful mirror of 31lb 6oz!  
 

 
 
If I couldn’t get it spot on then I’d just leave it until first light, as I really didn’t want to keep on 
casting with the fish in the area. I lined up the cast with a silhouette on the far bank, and 
unbelievably managed to hit it first time as the lead landed with an almighty crack. I just 
chuckled to myself as I was sinking the line. Sometimes luck plays a big part in our fishing, and 
just before first light the rod was whistling away again.  The fish fought like a demon in the 
weedy bay, but with the lead being discharged I won the day and slipped the net under a fish I 
didn’t even know existed.  
 

 

A very welcome 31lb 6oz night caller 
 
I called my friend and he came over to 
take the pictures. Once everything was 
done I went about sorting the rod out to 
put back on the hump.  
As I sat tying up a fresh rig, a couple of 
good fish rolled over the spot.  
Half way through, I realised I hadn’t 
marked the spot up in anyway, so I 
thought I would just try and have a couple 
of casts to try and get it back out there.  
 

30lb 8oz of sheer beauty 
 
 
 
 
It was a gorgeous fully scaled, which 
turned the scales around to 30lb8oz!  
What a night! 
 



 
 
I had to be off early doors, but with a brace of 30lb stunners from my new little spot found 
leading - I left floating. 
 
I really suggest you give it a go and see how it could open up a few opportunities in your fishing.  
 
I’m fishing a very famous weedy water this coming year, and can hopefully find some interesting 
spots employing these methods. Armed with CC Moore products and a little bit of lady luck, I 
might just bag myself a fish of a lifetime.   
 
That’s all for now.  
I wish you all the best for the coming year and hope you catch what you’re after. 
 
Chrissy Muir                 
  

 
 

Chris with one of the lake’s crown jewels caught from a tiny soft spot in heavy weed 
    


