
1ST SEASON ON CHRISTCHURCH! 

By Scott Lloyd 

 
In my previous article I told you about how my carp fishing began as a young lad and how I had 
progressed over the years. I covered a few stories of what I’d done before venturing further south from 
my northwest home looking for a new challenge. I brought you right up to date with the beginning of this 
year and told you how my “Linch Hill” ticket was due to start on April 1st. I’m going to pick up from there 
and let you know how it’s been going, on the tricky Oxfordshire syndicate. 

 

“Waiting for April 1st was like waiting for Christmas on Boxing Day, it didn’t half drag as I was eager to 
wet the lines in my new syndicate lake “Christchurch”. The lake is roughly ten acres in size and sort of 
shaped like a pear. The average depth is 12-16ft and there is a gravel mound in the south end of the 
lake which rises to 7ft. There are a few gravel and silt patches among the weed and the margins are 
nice and deep. Stock wise it’s hard to say but to my knowledge there are between 130-160 fish. Ten of 
these going over the 40lb mark, the lake record being “The Hamster” at over 48lb. There are around 
forty 30s and the rest below that. There are thirteen swims in total; three of these are stalking swims 
which only allow you to fish around 20yds out. Now this is a 130 man, 3 Lake Syndicate and as you can 
imagine Christchurch is a highly pressured lake with it having such a large stock in a small area. The 
lake is constantly fished seven days a week and every swim is often taken on a regular basis, more so 
on the weekend. But let me assure you “these fish are no mugs”. 

 

Well that’s the lake covered, now let me tell you how things got on when April 1st finally arrived. I’m not 
going to lie to you; I did blank consistently for 12 nights over 3 trips. This was very much due to the 
harsh winter we had - well that’s my excuse� . The few fish that did grace the banks during my “blanking 
in style” were getting caught on zigs, something I was no expert on using never mind tying one up. Well 
I’d not used zigs to such an extent like the lads down there did. I placed all three rods on a zig at 3 
various heights in the water, always tweaking the depths until they got a fish -then changing them all to 
the depth which the fish fell to. It was a method I had not seen but something I needed to learn and 
learn fast. After a lot of blanking fishing on the bottom I started to quiz the zig rig and how it worked, I 
played about with it a lot before I even thought about putting one to the test. I got some advice and 
finally got a zig I was happy with. It sounds silly but a zig has got to be right in so many ways and if it’s 
not perfect it just won’t catch carp. So anyway I pretty much became a master at tying the perfect zig 
and was ready to give them a try in confidence on my next trip down.  

 

I planned a three night session for April 26th. I remember turning up to the lake and seeing a spod being 
drawn towards an angler, surely not? Whilst having a brief chat with one of the lads he informed me the 
fish had been getting caught on chods and over bait, b******s. I felt like my efforts had been wasted 
learning the ins and outs of the zigs. Never mind - I’m ready for them next year I thought. So my first 
month had nearly passed on my new syndicate and I was yet to land a fish.  



“29lb 6oz which was caught off the noted spot”

It was on this session I got my first Christchurch carp, a beautiful 
move swims and tempt a 29lb 6oz M
result. 

 

“What a birthday present this was !”

 

I was made up to land my second 
English forty and it was on the day 
before my birthday “awesome”! I went 
on to catch a further two carp that 
session, both being low twenty’s. I even 
managed one on my birthday as well

Two weeks later I was down for another 
session which started off really hard. 
The fish had switched off and weren’t 

The time wasn’t all wasted thou
in all the blanking I
the swims on the lake. Whilst in these swims 
I leaded about and made note of the spots 
which the fish were most likely 
they got “on the munch”, 
26th of April after finding out the fish were 
getting caught on the deck 
could present a hookbait
carp would feed and without having to lead 
about.  

 

 

“29lb 6oz which was caught off the noted spot”  

Christchurch carp, a beautiful Mirror just over 20lb. I went on to 
Mirror from one of the spots I found and noted

“The notes of the spot which lead to this capture”

My next session down was an important one to me
to be my 21st birthday on May 6th. I got down on 
a swim called “end trees”. I was itching to get in this swim because 
I had made a note of a lovely smooth silt area which lay 60
out in front of it. I got the rods out mint and just before midnight 
was away and another Mirror of 26lb 2oz 
pressure. I didn’t get a take for the next 36 hours and remember 
hoping to get a couple more to make my birthday session a little 
more special. On May 5th early morning 
fish felt a lot bigger, just plugging away in the depths before 
waddling its head all the way to the net. I lifted a large 
mat and instantly knew it was one of the big girls. 
Grey” weighing 41lb 4oz.  
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“The notes of the spot which lead to this capture”   
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getting caught at all because they had taken a constant 
was a blank and no other fish were caught, I needed an edge. I popped over to see my mate 
was fishing another lake on the complex and he suggested 
we had a quick brew and I got back over there to give it ago. I 
chopped N-gage onto a small silty area and put two rods on 

 “The way I like to fish the awesome N

Just a few hours later, one of the rods was away. I slipped a 24lb 
14oz linear over the net; I was buzzing
conditions. Through the night I heard them crashing
and was confident of a take, in fact I 
and another one of the lakes big girls “

 

 

 

“A victim that fell to the N-gage”  

I was amazed by the quick acting results of

Since that session I’ve continued to use
(mostly due to the thick weed). I’ve had some great results so far and hope it continues as we have my 
favourite month ahead of us. In fact I’ve
hit but I’ll leave that one for next time

 

“BE LUCKY”.  
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 got two. A 26lb 12oz Mirror 
and another one of the lakes big girls “Scar” at 41lb 8oz.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was amazed by the quick acting results of the N-gage and also loved the way it washed out so well.
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