
Hardened hook baits   - By Ray Gong 

 

I made the decision to get onto the N-gage 

freezer baits early this year after constantly 

seeing pictures in the press of big carp 

being caught on it, so never being one to 

look a gift horse in the mouth I decided to 

get in on the action. 

 

However, not only is the N-Gage a superb 

carp catcher, the other major bonus in using 

it, and indeed any of the CC Moore freezer 

baits, is the fact that air-ball/ cork ball pop 

ups, wafters and hardened hook baits to 

compliment the entire freezer bait range are 

all available off the shelf! 

 
 
Now this was a major plus point for me, as not only would I be using a cracking bait, 

but I would now have alternative hook baits available to cover any situation, without 

having to spend endless hours in the kitchen making my own, ultimately giving me 

more time to get out on the bank. 

 

Of the different permutations of hook-baits, the hardened hook baits were one that I 

could see a use for straightaway. These are available in 14 & 18mm sizes and perfectly 

match the standard bottom baits in terms of smell and colour. The texture of the bait is  

also very similar to the standard freezer baits and not rock hard like some other “hard 

hook-bait mixes” I’ve tried in the past.  

 

 



 

This means that with care they can be mounted in the normal way using a baiting 

needle, with no need to drill them out etc.  

Obviously if your water is badly plagued by crayfish, or if you were planning a foreign 

trip where you required a more robust bait, you could further air-dry them to suit your 

needs. 

 

However as a lot of my fishing is done over spod mix, particularly when angling on the 

Linear day ticket complex, I figured the hardened hook-baits could be used in another 

way to provide a nice little edge. 

 
These types of fisheries are very heavily pressured and getting a bite on a standard 

boilie can, at times, be difficult. These hardened baits would now allow me to include 

boilie chop in my main spod mix and then whittle down one of the hardened hook baits 

to fish over the top.  

 

A simple but very effective baiting scenario 



Now obviously this can be done with any standard boilie straight from the bag, 

however the soft nature of many freezer baits today, means it wouldn’t last five 

minutes on the hair and you would soon be sat there angling with a un-baited hook… 

definitely not recommended!  

 

 

 

I have had no such worries with the hardened baits, and I have confidently left the 

whittled down baits out for 12 - 24hrs with no problems at all. Not that they usually 

need to be out that long anyway, as the carp tend to pick up these little “bit baits” with 

far less caution than the standard round balls their used to seeing day in day out. 

As proof of the pudding, my first session out using this baiting scenario produced a trio 

of 30’s and the tactic has proved so successful I now never go fishing anywhere 

without a tub of the hardened baits in my rucksack. 

 
Give them a go! 
 
Good luck   -   Ray Gong 

One of 3 30’s caught first time out using the cut down hard hook baits 


