
   

With Heather in the bag, I was once 

again gunning for Arfur!  

Unlike the previous year , �,���G�L�G�Q�·�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���E�H���O�L�P�L�W�L�Q�J���P�\��
chances with the remaining mirrors again by sitting up the 

snaggy north-west corner of the lake, so I decided for the 

time being to concentrate on the spots around the main 

weedbeds out in the middle of the pond.  

�:�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U���$�U�I�X�U�·�V���V�H�F�R�Q�G���F�D�S�W�X�U�H���K�D�G���F�R�P�H���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\���H�D�U�O�L�H�U��
in the year, it tended to be from one of the open water 

swims anyway, so for now that was the plan. As well as 

Arfur, the other mirror I really wanted to catch was The 

�'�X�V�W�E�L�Q���D�Q�G���D�I�W�H�U���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�U�W���L�Q���W�K�H���¶�(�Q�G���6�H�F�U�H�W�·���,��
was keen to settle that score too.  

As per usual Friday afternoon saw me once again bombing 

up the M3, Yateley -bound, only this time brimming with 

�F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�F�H�����3�X�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���F�D�U���S�D�U�N���P�\���K�H�D�U�W���V�D�Q�N�«�L�W���Z�D�V��
�U�D�P�P�H�G�����7�K�H���I�D�F�W���W�K�D�W���+�H�D�W�K�H�U���Z�D�V���V�W�L�O�O���R�Y�H�U�������O�E�·�V���S�R�V�W��
spawning had obviously turned a few heads and it seemed 

the entire syndicate was now back, safe in the knowledge 

that they would be fishing for at least one 50lber for the 

remainder of the season. I found the whole thing sad to 

�V�D�\���W�K�H���O�H�D�V�W�����E�X�W���,���V�X�S�S�R�V�H���W�K�D�W�·�V���I�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���G�D�\�V��- �L�W�·�V��
just a numbers game to some!  

�,�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���G�U�R�S�S�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N���L�Q�W�R���¶�'�H�V�·�V�·���Z�K�H�U�H���,���N�Q�H�Z���W�K�H���I�L�V�K��
�Z�R�X�O�G���V�W�L�O�O���E�H���K�R�O�H�G���X�S�����,���H�Q�G�H�G���X�S���L�Q���¶�7�K�H���%�D�U�V�·�����Q�R�Z�K�H�U�H��
�Q�H�D�U���¶�H�P�������7�K�H���R�Q�O�\���S�O�X�V���V�L�G�H���Z�D�V���W�K�D�W���L�W���J�D�Y�H���P�H���D���F�K�D�Q�F�H��

to do a bit of prep up this end of the lake.  

First off , I wanted to have a good lead around in front of 

�W�K�H���¶�%�D�U�V�·���V�Z�L�P�����L�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���W�K�H���G�H�H�S�H�U���O�H�I�W���D�Q�G���U�L�J�K�W��
hand margins, which were both noted spots for Arfur. 

The Dustbin had also been caught close in a couple of 

seasons back too, which added to the appeal.  

Second, and more importantly, �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���W�K�H���¶�6�Q�D�J�V�·��
�V�Z�L�P�·�V���L�V�O�D�Q�G���P�D�U�J�L�Q�V�������7�K�H�\���K�D�G���D�O�Z�D�\�V���V�W�U�X�F�N���P�H�� 

By Phil Buckley 

Under Pressure  

Part 2  

The island in front of the Snags swim.  The spot I targeted 
was on the r ight -hand side just round the corner from the 

overhanging bush in the centre of this photo.  


