
Customising your hookbaits by Spencer Wright 
 
Hookbaits can come in any shape, size or form that you could ever want. To some people a hookbait can become 
an intricate part of your angling, whilst others will just be happy to take a standard bait from a bag of freebies and 
use this in complete confidence - and there is no reason why you shouldn’t do this. 
 
A lot will depend on what type of bait you are using in the first place. The number of bait options available to use 
these days, especially at CC Moore, is mind blowing. Will you want to use a boilie? With a dedicated range of 
baits they will cover every eventuality that you would ever need. With each of these dedicated ranges of baits 
there will be a range of different hookbaits to use, or ingredients to make something a little bit “different” in order 
for your hookbait to stand out. 
 
Boilies aren’t just the only available option. There is a wide range of particles that are greatly underused in carp 
fishing nowadays, and again the possibilities of using a standard or custom hookbait with a particle bait are 
endless. The world is your oyster! 
 
Firstly I will concentrate on the boilie aspect of carp fishing and the dedicated use of customizing hookbaits that I 
personally use - and feel is a big edge in my own carp fishing. 
 
My thinking behind making the hookbait stand out from the other freebies is as follows: A fish is approaching a 
baited area, if there is a kilo of bait scattered over the spot. What are your chances of your hookbait being eaten 
first, 1 out of 300? 
 
The law of averages says hopefully this wouldn’t be the case, but it isn’t going to be the first. The fish is going to 
have to eat quite a lot of bait before yours gets eaten. There are instances where you can get a lot of fish eating a 
huge amount of bait but these occasions are few and far between; so what options could increase the chances of it 
being picked up any quicker? 
 
You could of course position your hookbait in an area that might just get it eaten more quickly. How often has a 
bait presented off the baited patch or at the edge of your baited area produced the first fish, or more often than not 
the biggie? Larger fish normally have wisdom from being caught a few times so have a habit of holding back to 
let their smaller ‘bodyguards’ steam in and test the water so to speak. So this is a consideration to put into your 
fishing practises and hookbait placement.   
 
Colour Options: 
 
What other options are viable to customize your hookbait in order for the carp to see or be attracted to your 
hookbait first. Colour? Colour is a major feature of carp 
stimulation with certain colours seemingly more 
attractive to carp. Yellow has often been a popular 
option that seems to stimulate fish to feed in low light 
conditions. Would a yellow hookbait stand out whilst 
fished alongside a bed of dark brown or red baits? - For 
sure. It would stick out like a sore thumb and 
sometimes whilst watching fish cruise over beds of bait 
it seems as though they are drawn to the bright hookbait 
and quite often take this bait first. 
 
Plastic sweetcorn has become widely popular over the 
last few years, both as a hookbait on it’s own or when 
used to tip off a boilie. 
 
   
 
 



 
This again is an edge that can draw the fish to that one bait with your hook in. Carp of all shapes and sizes love 
sweetcorn and even after years of use, and no doubt being caught on it again and again, are still fooled by this 
simple tactic. 

 
The list of available colour options is endless. Not only 
are there standard dyes available in the CCM range, 
there are also fluoro colours to take your hookbaits to 
another level that the fish in your water might not have 
encountered before. 
 
What colours can fish see? This is an area that seems 
to be of huge interest to anglers when being discussed. 
Red is a colour that is widely used by the carp angling 
fraternity, possibly due to the success of products like 
Robin Red. Its potent dying properties have a habit of 
turning baits red, even when mixed with other 
ingredients.  

 
Is it this that the carp finds attractive and does the bait tend to lose its colour once immersed in water for a period 
of time? Try washing out baits that contain Robin Red! This may make you think differently about the colour of 
your matching hookbait. 
 
Do other colours tend to work better at different depths?  
Since my early days in carp angling I was led to believe that blue was the most visible colour to carp. However, in 
recent times and through discussions, I now believe that blue is more visible at greater depths like those more 
commonly found on continental waters than here in the UK. 
 
White has become an almost cult colour, especially when fished over a darker freebie. This is something I have 
been experimenting with during the last autumn, with good results, and will continue to play around with 
throughout the coming year.   

 
Another option that I am playing around with is a 
combination of colours.  
 
Although baits like this can be quite fiddly and time 
consuming to make, there is no doubt that there 
effectiveness will be proven in their catch rate. Again, 
I like to try to fish differently if I can, catching the 
fish out, catching them off guard. Tripping them up, 
whilst they don’t suspect anything. Carp are creatures 
of habit and do pick up on certain things, like being 
fished for in the same way or the same baiting pattern. 
Try and be different and you’ll sometimes catch them 
out. 
 

 
Whilst I rate effectiveness of a coloured hookbait very highly, as with most things, it is only part of the equation. 
You have your chosen colour, but how do you take it on to the next stage? For that I would start to think of an 
attractor system that would compliment the boilie range I was using. 
  
 
 
 
 



Flavours & Liquid Attractants:  
 
An attractor system will have a huge impact on your custom hookbait with regards to its pulling power once 
immersed in water. Whilst I would tend to stick to the same attractors that you have in your bait, it is by no means 
the only option available to you. 
 
You can also boost the natural attraction of your hookbait with the introduction of a liquid attractant. This can be 
in many forms. It may be a dedicated bait dip like the N-Gage XP dip, which I am currently using or one of many 
amino acid-type compounds, which have no limit to their inclusion. These also perform differently when 
immersed in water so it is worth testing different liquids to get the best for what you are trying to achieve; 
whether it be clouding around the hookbait or even dispersing into the surrounding area on the lakebed. These can 
both be achieved when using certain products. 
 
CC Moore produces a devastating range of natural products such as liquid mussel, bloodworm, shrimp and others 
that feature on a carps natural diet - so shouldn’t be dismissed lightly. You also have options like liquid yeast, 
liquid liver, the new shellfish concentrate and the phenomenal Feedstim XP.  
CSL, kelp and molasses are other great options, or the mighty Marine Amino Compound (L030) which is a must 
in most savoury baits, being so attractive to carp.  

 
All these can play a massive part in the success or failure of your baits, but 
my own thoughts are that the addition of any of these products will be a 
major factor in a carp homing in on your hookbait - which is what we are 
trying to achieve. 
 
When the water temperatures increase, another viable source of attraction 
comes by soaking your hookbaits in a form of oil. The most common of 
these is salmon oil. Fish oils are a massive lipid source and not only do the 
fish benefit from its inclusion in moderation, but it also releases a massive 
signal as the oil rises through the water column pulling fish down to your 
hookbait. 
 
I would only advise this to be done to your hookbaits when water 
temperatures are such that they will work in your favour. This is normally 
between April and October. Outside of these times this tactic may work 
against you, sealing soluble attractors into your baits that would be more 
effective if leaking out. Oil may also soak into the baits giving them an 
extended shelf life. These should be kept in a dip pot possibly out of 
sunlight and in a cool place when not fishing; if possible in the fridge. 
 

When applying oils I would also mix other liquids into the oil to enable the hookbait to give out multiple ‘eat me’ 
signals. Once you have come up with certain attractor system that works you have a significant chance of 
producing more takes. 

 
Bouyancy: 
 
This is something that I feel can really make the difference 
between success and failure; the difference between a fish 
and a blank, and possibly the fish of a lifetime. The way in 
which a hookbait behaves in front of the fish will have a huge 
impact on your catch rate. 
 
So, what are the buoyancy effecting options we have 
available to us? Really we have 3 options available to us in 
the form of hookbaits; a standard bottom bait, a semi-buoyant 
bait and a pop up. 



 
With bottom baits I am talking about adding something to them to affect their buoyancy. This could even be in 
the form of plastic corn. Why is plastic so successful…. colour, buoyancy and the added attraction in a piece of 
corn that has been soaked in a liquid? 
 
There are ingredients available that can make your hookbaits lighter. Krill and shrimp meal can achieve this so 
are an option if you are producing something in a dry mix format.  
 
There are of course other ways of adding something to your boilie hookbait. You could add a piece of cork or 
foam but I personally prefer the buoyancy to be included within the hookbait mix that I am using. Whether it is 
necessary or just a confidence issue I’m not sure, but I just feel that a better presentation can be achieved without 
anything being attached outside the boilie hookbait. 
 
Semi buoyant hookbaits are my favourite way of presenting a hookbait. If you can produce a critically balanced 
bait then even better. By introducing this buoyancy you are negating the weight of the hook, making the bait 
behave more like a freebie and, more often than not, more likely to be taken without hesitation or caution. 

 
There are a few ways in which you can make semi buoyant 
baits. Cork in its various guises is the most popular option. 
I prefer cork dust to make my ‘wafters’ as they are now 
commonly known.  
 
When I make my own ‘wafters’ I achieve the required 
buoyancy of my hookbaits by trial and error using different 
inclusions of cork dust to balance my end tackle, size and 
make of hook. I now have the correct formula to balance 
out my hook to such an extent that I can have the bait 
sitting on the bottom with the weight of the hook holding it 
down.  

 
 
 
I am also testing some custom N-Gage XP wafters that are 
tweaked even more so that they sink very slowly to the 
bottom; another very good edge.  
 
Another string to your bow is to have various options in 
buoyancy, but in a hookbait that is the same as your freebies. 
This is not only possible in N-Gage XP but also with the 
other stunning baits in the range. 
 
 

Before cork dust found its way into the industry I used to 
make my buoyant hookbaits with the aid of cork balls. By 
using different size cork balls and with testing with different 
amount of paste moulded around the ball you again could 
produce a bait to the specific buoyancy you wanted.  
 
Another option that you can do even on the bank is to drill 
the bait out with the aid of a specialised bait drill and add a 
cork or foam insert. My only personal concern with doing 
this is the possibility of wildlife and nuisance fish damaging 
my hookbait or causing disturbance that might effect its 
performance, so I tend to stick to the tried and tested cork 
dust method which has served me so well. 



Another option in hookbaits is an airball type product. These again are produced within the CC Moore boilie 
range and are the same hookbait mixes that produce fluoro type pop ups. You just need to add the dedicated 
liquids and you will have the bait and buoyancy you could want. Due to their flexible nature you can also trim 
them down to balance them to the required buoyancy; whether a pop up, slow sinker or critically balanced 
hookbait is required. With a trimmed down airball-type hookbait it can even form an individual shape like a 
chewed apple core. This is an edge in itself as fish probably won’t have encountered this different looking 
hookbait before and may exhibit less caution as they approach a non-round hookbait. 
 
Pop ups are a devastating way of fishing over bait. On some lakes a pop up has a real knack of producing fish; 
sometimes the better fish as well. A critically balanced pop up over a bed of freebies has also taken waters apart. 

 
It was this method that produced me my local syndicate’s big common 
on the N-Gage’s first outing. A spread of 14 and 18mm freebies with a 
10mm cork balled pop up in the middle was all that was required. The 
temptation was obviously too much for the normally wily creature. 
 
Chods are very popular these days and a very buoyant pop up is 
essential to get the best from this rig. The self-weight of the heavy 
nylon rig and large hook combination requires considerable buoyancy; 
especially after being left submerged for a while. I have found that all 
the sizes of cork ball pop ups available in the range will produce the 
correct presentation that I have detailed.  
 
Whilst fishing in weed, as most of us do these days, these really are a 
must. The smaller variety also produced some stunning fish first time 
out on another lake whilst testing the N-Gage XP in pop up form. This 
is testament to the quality of the bait that it produced on its first outing 
with no pre-baiting; something it continues to do so wherever it has 
been taken. 
 

 
I now find myself in the great situation where I have all the 
tools in my armoury to be able to take to any lake and 
angle for any fish in complete confidence. Since my trials 
using the wafters I have been able to devise a white 
‘wafter’ that I can fish over a dark N-Gage freebie. I have 
since gone on to produce a multi-coloured N-Gage wafter 
and, if they produce as well as they look, they should be 
something really special. 
 
Again, different coloured hookbaits stand out - and are 
more likely to be taken first. Combine this with proven 
liquid combinations that carp’s receptors are stimulated by 
and a buoyancy level that will aid the pick up and hooking 
of the fish and you have a very successful hookbait.  
 
Hopefully you will start to see the benefits that these options make available. Together they have become a vital 
part of my fishing, which I see as a massive edge in these days of pressured carping. Used to their maximum 
benefit I’m sure they can play a significant part in your angling too. 
 
Tight lines 
Spencer Wright 
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